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effective programs work.
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degree in animal science and agricultural education, all from the
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Agri-Women and past Vice-President of Education. Mold is the Past
President of Minnesota Agri-Women and serves as the advisor of the
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elected chair of the USDA Advisory Committee on Agricultural
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founded the Minnesota State Fair Moo, Oink and Baa Booths, animal
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about animal agriculture. Additionally, Mold is a member of, serves
or has served with a number of other agricultural organizations.
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Senior Fellow at the University of Minnesota,
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a statewide network that promotes selfdetermination, community participation, and
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co-founded “SHiFT” — a non-profit community
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(MnCAAN), expanding opportunities for creative expression by
older adults.
Jan came to her focus on vital aging from past careers in
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public and non-profit organizations. She has developed collaborative
education projects throughout Minnesota and written about
workforce development and lifework planning issues. In 2001, at age
69, Jan was awarded a Ph.D. in Education for Work and Community
from the U of M. Her survey research was focused on “Productive
Aging in Rural Minnesota.” Most recently, Jan was named
“Minnesota Gerontologist of 2008” by the Minnesota Gerontological
Society.
142

Volume 3, Issue 1

About the Authors
KRISTEN THARALDSON is a senior state
planner in the Office of Rural Health and
Primary Care at the Minnesota Department
of Health. She performs research and policy
analysis for the Rural Health Advisory
Committee, a governor-appointed committee
that advises the commissioner of health and
other state agencies on rural health issues. Her
special interests include adolescent health,
mental health, and eliminating health disparities
based on race and geography. Kristen recently completed a research
project and report entitled Language Access Services in Critical
Access Hospitals for Patients with Limited English Proficiency in Rural
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Angie has a B.A. in political science from Indiana University
Bloomington and recently completed a Public Health Certificate in
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in economic development and is a former business owner. She is a
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