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About the Center for Rural Policy  
and Development

In 1997, a group of rural Minnesota advocates came together 
around a bold idea: to create a rural policy think tank that would 
provide policy makers, rural advocates and concerned citizens with 
an objective, unbiased and politically “unspun” examination of 
contemporary rural issues. 

Funded through a public-private partnership, the Center for 
Rural Policy and Development today is an independent non-
profit research organization dedicated to the objective study of 
the economic, social and cultural forces that are impacting rural 
Minnesotans and the communities they reside in. Over the years, 
our audience has grown to include state legislators, city and county 
officials, community leaders, business executives, college presidents, 
school superintendents and everyday citizens concerned about rural 
Minnesota and its future.

Hopefully, you will agree that RMJ is one of those resources 
worth having. To that end, we invite you to visit our web site at 
www.ruralmn.org to learn more about the Center for Rural Policy 
and Development, our resources and programs, and ways you can 
support RMJ.

To add your voice and join the Center for Rural Policy and 
Development, please see the membership form on the following 
page.




